
 

          May 2, 2016 

Dear Blakely Families, 

 

It’s that time again to look toward our next school year, 2016-2017.  This means we will begin the classroom placement process later 

this month.  At the elementary level, we have flexible boundaries among our three schools, which means at times we must transfer 

families between schools to maintain equitable class sizes across grade levels within the district. As elementary principals and office 

managers, we work together from May through August to facilitate the most effective placement process we can. Traditionally, we 

strive to keep the need for transfers between schools to a minimum.  

 

We have an excellent group of teachers at Blakely Elementary, and I am confident that in whatever classroom your child is 

placed,  he or she will encounter a warm and well-prepared teacher who is committed to student learning and success- and to your  

child. The process used to assign students to classrooms is a comprehensive one. As a staff, we take the responsibility very seriously. 

Beginning in the spring, and continuing through the summer, many factors are considered in the process of placing every child. This 

includes adjustments necessary in the summer to incorporate new students. Such factors involve: 

 

 The program needs of the student; 

 Balance of achievement levels; 

 The social needs of students and their leadership skills; 

 Independent work habits of students; 

 Behavior factors regarding students; 

 The compatibility of students with each other (such as separating those who have not worked well together in the past); 

 Information provided by current teacher(s); 

 Parent input; 

 Recommendations of former teachers, principal, guidance team (or related  information forwarded from a previous school); 

 Classroom configuration; and 

 The ratio of girls to boys. 

 

If you wish to provide input to the placement team regarding your child's learning style and environment, please complete the 

optional Class Placement Parent Input Form and return it to the school office by Friday, May 21st.  Requests for individual teachers 

will  NOT be considered, but your input regarding your child can be helpful in the placement process.   

 

You will find an optional Class Placement Parent Input form available on the homepage of the Blakely Website. 

 

 If you will not be returning to Blakely for the 2016-2017 School Year (moving, new address, changing schools) please notify 

the Blakely Office as soon as possible of your plans.  
 

Thank you! 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

Reese Ande, Principal 


